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her. Justice is the felt necessity of doing that which
secures order and peace. Custom furnishes the rule
which answers to that necessity. The imperious
necessity of justice is acknowledged even by those
who hate it. The bad must fly to it as well as the
good. The footpad plying his avocation on Hounslow
Heath, who filed a bill in equity to compel his pal
to give an account of the purses he had taken, had
an impregnable case on grounds of justice as between
himself and his confederate, though he had mis-
taken his forum. Fisher Ames, in a celebrated de-
bate upon the treaty with Great Britain, arguing
that the carrying out of that treaty was required by
a regard for justice, well described the force of that
obligation:

" If there could be a resurrection from the foot of the gallows,
if the victims of justice could live again, collect together, and
form a society, they would, however loath, soon find them-
selves obliged to make justice, that justice under which
they fell, the fundamental law of their State." 1

Justice is, therefore, not an absolute, but a relative
virtue, finding its play in that field of our conduct
which, according to the division I have employed,
relates to our dealings and intercourse with each
other in society, and enforcing in that field the things
necessary to the existence of society. This existence
is assured when, and only when, each receives from
all the treatment he may fairly expect. Then men
love to live together; otherwise they fly apart as
if charged with resinous electricity. Justice may
therefore be defined to be the principle which dic-

* Fisher Ames, vol. ii., p. 61.